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OHO MAI PUKETI 

ISSUE  40 

April 2018 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, DR GARY BRAMLEY 

Welcome to the 40th issue of the Puketi Forest 
Trust newsletter.  This issue includes a diversity of 
information about stoats, damselflies and 
experiencing the forest through the eyes of a nine 
year old and a 13 year old – slightly different 
perspectives from the usual ones we share here, 
but vital to our continued success.  This issue also 
provides some details about our trappers.  The 
trappers are the sometimes under acknowledged 
(but never unappreciated) stars of the Puketi 
Forest Trust.  It is the trappers who implement the 

management that achieves our vision and without them we would probably 
be relying on aerial toxin application – which many people regard as the only 
alternative in difficult topography like Puketi.  So a big shout out to the 
trappers, thanks for the collective efforts of all of you over the years since we 
began.   

Also a shout out to the Kerikeri Shade House Volunteers; these people grow 
plants to supply to community groups and others and have donated a big 
proportion of their profits to Puketi Forest Trust’s capital fund.  As well as 
revegetating special places all over Northland, the nursery’s efforts have also 
helped ensure the Trust’s work will continue to be funded into the future.  If 
you happen to be passing Wiroa Stream (behind Great Northern Traders in 
Kerikeri) have a look at some of the great plants they have been responsible 
for growing and establishing in an area that was formerly nothing much to 
write home about. 

Of course I could go on and on listing people and organisations who have 
contributed – success has many parents as they say.  The Trustees are very 
grateful to all those who contribute what they can, when they can, in 
whatever form they can.  It is this collective contribution that allows progress 
to be made.  I hope you find something in this issue that catches your interest. 
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SPECIAL THANKS    To the following organisations who have made significant donations or contributions in 

kind since the last newsletter: 

Foundation North 

Tiny Mighty Power 

New World Kaikohe 

Kiwis for kiwi 

DOC Bay of Islands Office 

Oxford Sports Trust 

Kerikeri Shade House Volunteers 

Baz Reiher 

Norvet Services, Okaihau 

WWW.PUKETI.ORG.NZ 
 

Email:   info@puketi.org.nz 

 

Phone:  09 405 0074 
 

Post:      PO Box 257, 
               Kaeo 0448 

https://www.facebook.com/Puketi-Forest-Trust-444797658918157/
http://www.puketi.org.nz/index.html
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BAT SURVEY IN PUKETI 

In March last year, Cinzia Vestena from DOC Bay of Islands and John Dawn, volunteer trustee, put out 12 bat 
detectors for six nights on the Puketi Plateau (10 worked properly).  Both short tailed and long tailed bats were 
detected.  This was encouraging, because both species are endangered and there are only a few historic 
records of short tailed bats in Puketi.  The long tailed bat (Chalinolobus tuberculatus) has a discontinuous 
distribution throughout the country, while the northern short tailed bat (Mystacina tuberculata aupourica) is 
known from only three locations, all in Northland: Puketi/Omahuta, Warawara and Waipoua.  To follow up on 
this preliminary work, Cinzia and Tertia Thurley organised a more extensive survey earlier this summer.  Tertia 
is a senior biodiversity ranger with DOC who has recently moved to Whangarei from Pureora, where she did a 
lot of work with bats and kokako among other species.  We are lucky to have a person with her experience in 
Northland. 

Cinzia managed to arrange 25 of the new 'tube' type multi-
purpose recorders developed by the DOC electronics team in 
Wellington.  These can be set to detect both species of bats, or 
other sounds such as kiwi calls.  Bats are detected from their 
echo location – a series of high frequency clicks are recorded as 
a bat flies past.  The two species are distinguished by the 
different frequencies of their clicks.  The associated 'Batsearch' 
software makes the new DOC recorders effective for monitoring 
bats, but more development of protocols and analysis software 
is needed for work with bird species. 

Cinzia, Tertia and Darran Lawson (also DOC Bay of Islands) put 
out the 25 recorders for a week in Omahuta during December 
and a week in Puketi during January.  Then Tertia had the laborious job of sorting through 350 nights of 
recording to note every bat pass in a spreadsheet.  Using Batsearch, this only took a couple of days. 

Long tailed bats were recorded at most locations throughout Puketi and Omahuta, but were most numerous in 
the eastern side of Puketi.  The busiest record was 367 passes in one night at Bramley's Ridge, on trap line S8. 

Short tailed bats were less numerous, most recordings 
coming from the Omahuta Kauri Sanctuary and the 
Puketi Plateau.  A few were recorded in the centre of 
Puketi north of the plateau, but none in the east of 
Puketi.  The highest number of passes recorded was 23 
in one night on the Kauri Sanctuary Loop Track at 
Omahuta. 

It appears that long tailed bats are distributed 
throughout the forest, probably comprising several 
colonies.  Short tailed bats have a limited distribution 
and because they cover long distances in their nightly 
foraging, it is possible that there is only one colony, 
probably centred on Omahuta.  Short tailed bats are 

regarded as more dependent on tall forest, whilst long tailed bats seem to like forest edges and a higher 
diversity of habitats. 

The next step will be to find roosts, particularly of the short tailed bats, so that additional predator control can 
be provided.  Bats are vulnerable to predation from stoats, rats, cats and possums, particularly when they 
gather in communal roosts during early summer to give birth and raise their young, and during winter when 
they remain inactive in their roosts for long periods.  An attempt will be made to find roosts next summer, by 

Long-tailed bat.  Photo: Colin O'Donnell, DOC 

Short-tailed bat.  Photo: James  Mortimer 
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catching bats in mist nets, fitting tiny radio transmitters and then tracking them from the air during the day.  
Cinzia and Tertia have arranged the equipment and aeroplane and are ready to go when the time is right. 

The echolocation survey will be repeated annually for the next five years to establish baseline data.  Bats will 
then be resurveyed every few years to monitor trends and the response of the bat populations to predator 
control. 

The Trustees are grateful to DOC staff for surveying bats in Puketi.  If anyone would like to volunteer to help 
with the roost finding or surveying, please contact Cinzia at DOC Bay of Islands, or one of the Trustees. 

 

PUKETI ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE 

The accumulated capital fund was transferred to Northland Foundation in June 2017, for management and 
promotion as the Puketi Forest Endowment Fund.  Since then, further donations and investment growth have 
increased the total fund value to approximately $183,000, including unrealised capital gains and accrued 
interest.  This year the Kerikeri Shade House has made another donation of $4,000 to the Endowment Fund.  
The Shade House Volunteers produce high quality native plants for restoration projects around Northland.  
They have made regular annual donations to the Puketi Endowment Fund from surpluses generated by their 
enterprise.  The latest donation brings their total contribution since 2009 to $27,000 and the trustees would 
like to acknowledge their significant contribution. 

 

KIWI LISTENING 2018                         Ian Wilson 

Peter Waddell sent me this great photo of the 
Southern Cross and two pointers that he took 
recently.  It reminded me of some of the amazing 
night skies I have seen while kiwi listening.  It also 
reminded me that this year’s kiwi listening is not far 
away.  This year the listening period will be 2 – 20 
June with a backup of 1 – 20 July.  If you took part last 
year you will be contacted nearer the time.  If you 
didn’t help last year we would welcome your help 
this year.  You don’t need to know what kiwi sound 
like as we have training nights at the start of the 
listening period.  Each site is monitored for the first 
two hours of darkness over four nights.  Most sites are under the canopy but some do have views of the sky.   

For further information contact Ian Wilson, (09) 4019056 or email iandjwilson@farmside.co.nz. 

 

THE TRAPPERS OF PUKETI 

The trust has 6132 traps installed in Puketi to control stoats, feral cats, possums and rats.  The 3387 traps in the 
core are serviced thirteen times every year, except for the 46 traps on T8, which Jill Mortenson checks daily.  
The remainder are serviced twelve times a year.  This is a total of 92,900 trap checks each year.  Last year a 
total of 7,214 pests were trapped, which means on average one trap in thirteen catches a predator each time 
they are serviced.  Volunteers service 382 traps carrying out 20,592 checks a year which is a valuable 
contribution to pest control in Puketi Forest.  The remainder of the traps are serviced by four contractors and 
two assistants.  As well as monitoring our catch data we also monitor outcomes (rat tracking, bird counts, kiwi 
call counts, etc.) to make sure the predators are low enough to allow for habitat recovery. 
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Over the years the contractors have done an outstanding job and it is their dedication and skill that has 
enabled the trust to meet its pest control targets.  In the last few newsletters the contractors have not been 
given the recognition they deserve, so it is time for an update.    

Scott Candy has made a huge contribution to pest control in Puketi.  Scott was the trust’s first contractor, 
servicing the stoat lines from 2003 to 2016, over some of the steepest terrain in Puketi.  When the trust was set 
up, Scott gave up his job with the Department of Conservation and started servicing about 350 traps on five 
lines.  By the time he finished in 2016 he was responsible for 921 stoat traps, 239 cat traps and 1302 possum 
traps on nine lines with a total length of nearly 100 kilometres.  In later years he was helped by Mark 
Troughton.  Most of the 2,000 stoats and 300 feral cats caught up to that time were trapped by Scott and Mark.  
They knew where every trap was located.  In twelve years we never came across a trap that had not been 
rebaited and they finished every round on time.  Scott was also responsible for cutting and marking most of the 
150 kilometres of new trap-lines in the core area.  Scott continues to provide the trust with 1100 pieces of 
salted possum for stoat bait every two weeks during the summer. 

Stoat control is now split into three contracts, with lines 1-5 serviced by Kelly Coogan, lines 6 & 8 by Tristan 
Kogler and lines 7 & 9 by Max Simich.  Line 10 and the Puketi Scenic Reserve traps are serviced by volunteers. 

The core area is serviced by three contractors.  The plateau (Area 1) is the biggest area with 1300 rat traps and 
396 possum traps.  These have been serviced by Chris Blyth since 2011.  The plateau is two hour’s walk from 
the road and there is a hut for the trappers to use as it takes six days to service all the traps.  (Chris normally 
has someone to help him, reducing the time to three days).   Most trappers find the large number of traps and 
the isolation difficult to deal with and no one had lasted more than a year before Chris took on the contract. 

The 863 rat traps and 397 possum traps in the Te Tawa catchment (Area 2) are serviced by Tristan Kogler.  This 
is the third year he has been servicing this area.  Dave Wilson serviced the 283 rat traps and 118 possum traps 
in the core area east of the Takapau Track (Area 3) from the time they were installed in 2007 until last 
December.  During that time he trapped 3079 rats, 370 mice and 1076 possums.  Like Scott he was beginning to 
find the terrain more of a challenge and Area 3 is now serviced by Max Simich.  

 

Puketi Forest Trust     Trap Catch Results 

Year Stoat Cat Weasel Ferret Rat Hedgehog Possum Mice 

2003 47 6 2 1 74 5 8 0 

2004 54 22 3 
 

399 28 58 2 

2005 78 18 4 1 538 29 41 0 

2006 148 17 7  2189 121 368 120 

2007 177 23 10  1369 77 83 0 

2008 112 19 9  2914 79 414 88 

2009 163 12 8  3497 60 459 73 

2010 169 24 5  3258 52 1013 149 

2011 200 39 10  3569 61 1321 360 

2012 211 35 12 1 2936 61 1182 415 

2013 176 24 16  3643 34 1236 327 

2014 296 24 12  4669 42 2334 355 

2015 133 40 9  3707 24 2706 302 

2016 157 41 9  4472 16 3090 500 

2017 205 27 5  3880 39 2765 293 

Total 2,326 371 121 3 41,114 728 17,078 2,984 
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PINDONE FOR RATS 
As in other projects that use traps to control rats, trapping alone initially reduced rats to very low levels but is 
now less successful in keeping rat numbers below 5% tracking all the time.  Five percent tracking is the level at 
which rats are thought to have a negligible impact on native species.  This year at the end of winter, rat tracking 
on the plateau (Area 1) was 8% and in the Te Tawa (Areas 2 and 3) it was up to 34%.  There have always been 
more rats in the Te Tawa as it is lower, warmer country with a more diverse range of food sources.  (Prior to 
trapping the percentage of rat tracking was between 70% and 90%).  As rats were above 5% tracking it was 
decided that we should use pindone in bait stations again in 2017 to reduce rat numbers to 5% or less for the 
bird breeding season.  Pindone does not persist in the environment and is a very effective toxin against rats.   

Unfortunately, before all the bait stations had been filled, Chris developed appendicitis and Dave’s arm was 
badly injured by a kick from a cow.  Fortunately, Tristan was able to find the time to finish Dave’s area and Max 
spent a week on the plateau topping up the bait stations there on Chris's behalf.  We are very grateful to 
Tristan and Max for stepping in at short notice.  The results were pleasing, with rat tracking on the plateau 
dropping to zero and in the Te Tawa area to 6%.  Very good levels to have at the start of the breeding season.  
With year round trapping, rat numbers are kept low right through the nesting period and relatively low for the 
rest of the year.  During the first three months after the pindone operation, 200 rats were caught on the 
plateau and nearly as many in the Te Tawa area.  Rats that would have gone on to breed and decimate nests if 
they had not been caught. 

 

A LIFETIME OF STOATS                                                                                                                                        Ian Wilson 

My understanding of stoats has changed markedly over the past forty years. 

Forty years ago (near Rotorua) I watched in amazement as 
half a dozen young stoats played around a culvert pipe on 
the ground near our hay barn.  They were running through 
it and out the other end into the paddock, then returning to 
repeat the circuit.  Their black-tipped tails were held erect 
as they bounded along with arched backs, leaping half a 
metre into the air.  Sometimes, instead of running through 
the pipe, they ran along the top, their chestnut-brown fur 
shining in the sun.  As they leapt off the other end there was 
a flash of white undersides before they hit the ground and 
continued the game.  I thought how lucky we were having 
such attractive, entertaining animals on the farm. 

Thirty years ago (near Puketi) I watched in bewilderment as my tumbler pigeons circled above me, doing 
occasional backward summersaults as they flew around.  There were only eight in the flock; a few days before 
there had been almost forty.  I went into their cage and my eyes went down to the nest that one pair always 
built on the floor rather than in the nest boxes I had provided.  The two squabs that had been growing rapidly 
weren’t far off fledging.  But something was wrong.  It took me a moment to realise that the nest contained not 
two young pigeons but a stoat, curled up asleep.  I crept out and came back with a hammer .… and it never 
woke up.  I thought how unlucky we were to have such destructive and merciless killers on the farm. 

Twenty years ago (near Puketi) I stood shaking with a mixture of despair, anger and frustration.  At my feet was 
the aerial of a transmitter protruding from a pile of feathers and bones – the remains of a brown teal.  It was 
the last of fourteen that had been released onto our property about four months earlier.  All had been killed, 
mostly by stoats, despite us setting stoat and cat traps on 50 hectares around the release site at the time of 
their release.   
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During the previous 18 years I had only 
seen two stoats, including the one that 
had killed the pigeons.  We carried on 
trapping and over the next fifteen 
months caught 40 stoats, 2 weasels, a 
ferret and 9 cats.  Another nine brown 
teal were released and a couple of 
months later seven more.  By the time 
the batteries in the transmitters gave 
out after 12 months, only one bird had 
been killed and some of the brown teal 
had produced ducklings. 

These experiences highlighted to me the massive impact stoats can have, but also showed that they can be 
successfully controlled. 

Approaches to Trapping Stoats  
When I first began trapping stoats I was told that stoats were very difficult to catch and it took a great deal of 
skill to trap one.  The trap used then was the Fenn trap.  I was told that finding the correct place to put it was 
absolutely critical.  My “teacher” would spend half an hour searching for the correct spot to place it.  Once a 
suitable site was found a trap-sized depression was made in the ground, the trap placed into it and the treadle 
carefully covered with earth making it invisible.  It was then covered with a tunnel to protect non-target species 
and direct the stoats over the trap when they went in after the bait.  I was told that the only bait that would 
catch a stoat was fresh rabbit, which meant servicing the traps at least once a week.  Trap servicing was slow 
and tedious as each trap had to be unearthed, tested, reset and reburied. 

Eight years later, not long after the Puketi Forest Trust was formed, a “rebel” from Wellington, Darren Peters, 
turned up with a new trap his team had just developed – the DOC 200.  A shiny conspicuous trap not buried in 
the ground but screwed into a wooden box and clearly visible to any stoat that looked in.  And Darren said, 
"Plonk one down every 100 metres and bait it with a piece of meat or an egg".  When I said there might not be 
a suitable site every 100 metres he said, “Don’t get hung up on finding the perfect site - just get the hardware 
on the ground”.  The experienced trappers I knew said, “These new traps will never work; they don’t need to 
be closer than 200 metres and eggs don’t work in Northland”.  I didn’t know who to believe.   

The Trust was planning to increase the number of stoat lines, and to help us decide which traps to use Darren 
offered the Trust 50 DOC 200s which he would place between existing Fenn traps on one of our lines.  We 
accepted the offer and Darren, Phil Waddington (one of the designers) and their partners spent a week of their 
summer holidays putting them out.  At the end of the trial the Fenns had caught 16 stoats and the same 
number of DOC200s had caught 37.  

To discover the truth about eggs in Northland, Darren also set up a trial to compare eggs with salted possum 
(which was the bait we had been using as we couldn’t get enough rabbit).  A trial by the Department of 
Conservation had found no significant difference between rabbit and possum, and that replacing salted bait 
once a fortnight was almost as effective as using fresh bait changed twice a week.  The results of Darren’s egg 
trial, which we ran on line 9 for four years, were unexpected and interesting.  In December and January of 
those four years, 58 stoats were caught - all except 4 in traps baited with salted possum.  During the other 10 
months 62 stoats were caught, with all except 8 caught in the traps baited with eggs.   

The Trust went on to compare our existing 200 metre trap spacing with Darren’s suggested 100 metre spacing.  
At the end of this trial we had caught 468 stoats.  On the lines with DOC 200 traps 200 metres apart we caught 
1.5 stoats per kilometre of trap line per year.  On the lines with DOC 200 traps 100 metres apart we caught 2.4 
stoats per kilometre of trap line per year. 
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How important is trap placement?  Darren was right when he said getting the hardware on the ground is more 
important than fussing too much about finding the right spot.  Stoats obviously explore every inch of the forest 
and traps must be available everywhere; not just in the places we think they favour.  We recently looked at the 
trapping results of Line 5 - one of the first lines on which Fenn traps at 200 metre spacing were replaced with 
DOC 200s at 100 metre spacing.  The traps were plonked 100 metres apart, not by “highly skilled experts”, but 
by the Kaikohe Air Cadets.  (Care was taken to ensure the trap box was level, didn’t wobble and the entrance 
was not obscured).  Over the next year the number of stoats caught went up from 1.2 stoats per kilometre to 
2.43.  Line 5 has 81 stoat traps, but 18 are on the edge of the forest where it meets farmland.  Traps along farm 
edges catch significantly less stoats than those in the forest and half of them are DOC250s (for ferrets), so only 
the trapping figures from the 63 DOC200s in the forest have been included in this analysis.  Since they were 
installed in November 2009, they have caught 141 stoats and all traps except five have caught at least one 
stoat (see table).  Three of the five that haven’t caught a stoat have caught above average numbers of rats and 
one has caught a weasel.   

Stoats caught in 63 DOC200 traps on trap line 5: 2009 - 2017 

Number of stoats caught per trap 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of traps 5 17 15 14 9 2 1 

 

It appears that the majority of stoats are fairly easy to catch, but that there are always some that are reluctant 
to enter a trap.  It is important to be open-minded and look for modifications and new ideas that may catch 
these wary individuals.  Therefore we follow the results of trials and new developments with interest.   

It is now possible to buy a commercial dried rabbit bait (Erayz) that has received good anecdotal reviews, so 
over the last two summers we have compared Erayz and salted possum baits in 460 single set DOC200 traps on 
five lines.  Traps were baited alternately with Erayz or salted possum, with Erayz in even numbered traps the 
first year and odd numbered traps the second year.  Erayz caught 60% of the rats both years, but caught only 
24% of the stoats last year and 31% this year (see graphs below).  It appears that Puketi stoats find salted 
possum more attractive than Erayz, but we can’t dismiss the possibility that some stoats may have been caught 
on Erayz that wouldn’t have gone for salted possum.  It is considered good practice to use a variety of different 
baits.  The trial might have had different results if double set traps were used, as the traps that caught a rat would 
still have a trap available to catch a stoat and the rat would provide additional fresh bait. 

 

           

Traps were cleared, rebaited and reset every two weeks November – January, then in early March.  Total catches for two 
seasons are shown in the graphs.  Note the peak catch of dispersing young stoats from mid-December through January. 
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NORTHLAND PEST CONTROL 

The Kiwi Coast is an informal alliance of 92 projects, community groups, organisations and landowners from 
Whangarei north, who control pests on a combined total of 135,700 hectares.  The Kiwi Coast Trust, formed to 
coordinate interaction between groups and support projects on private land with funding from the Northland 
Regional Council, collates trap catch data from all groups.  Collectively 59,641 pests were trapped in 2017, 
including 25,496 possums, 23,496 rats, 1,242 stoats and 619 feral cats.  The total number of pest animals 
trapped over the past 5 years is now over quarter of a million and many more have been poisoned.  These data 
include the Puketi Forest Trust which is the largest contributor to these figures.  The second highest 
contribution comes from Puketotara Landcare, which operates on private land to the east of Puketi Forest and 
undoubtedly helps reduce reinvasion of predators into Puketi from that quarter. 

 

KAURI REDCOAT DAMSELFLIES IN PUKETI FOREST   
When I was with Grandpa setting up a rat trap trial we stopped for something to eat at a small stream.  The 
water was so clear that we could see fresh water crayfish.  Then I saw a red damselfly.  It hovered for a second 
or two and then landed on a small nikau palm by the stream.  I pointed it out to Grandpa but he looked in 
another direction and saw a different one from the one I was looking at.  As we watched them they took off 
and flew around and to our amazement two more joined them.  When we got back I looked it up on Google 
and decided what we had seen was a kauri redcoat damselfly.                                                      Craig Wilson (9 years) 

This is a photo of the common redcoat damselfly.  At 30-35 mm it 
is smaller than the kauri redcoat which is 37-40 mm long and is a 
brighter red.  The kauri redcoat is only found in the kauri forests of 
Northland and the Coromandel. 

Damselflies deposit their eggs in the tissue of plants growing in or 
near good quality fresh water.  The nymphs are aquatic and 
predatory, feeding on aquatic insects. 

 

 

 

There are four details that can be used to separate dragonflies and damselflies.  They are the body shape, wing 
shape, eyes, and position of the wings at rest. 

Body shape:  Dragonflies have shorter bulkier bodies than those of damselflies, which are long and thin. 

Wing shape:  Both have two pairs of wings, but while in damselflies both pairs are the same shape, the hind 
wings of dragonflies are larger than the forewings. 

Eyes:  Being predators that catch their prey on the wing, both have large eyes, but those of the dragonfly are 
bigger than those of the damselfly, going from the side of the head right around the front where they meet up. 

Wings at rest:  At rest dragonflies’ wings are at right angles to their bodies (like an airplane) but damselflies 
fold their wings over their backs parallel to their bodies. 

This photo and information on damselflies came from TERRAIN (Taranaki Educational Resource: Research, Analysis and 
Information Network), a useful online community nature conservation and education resource.  
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REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

After much delay due to poor weather, the biodiversity team were finally able to complete the season's weed 
work in the Puketi river systems during March.  Most weeds were down on previous years but Aristea and 
Tradescantia continue to be of concern.  The goat contractors are still at work in Puketi and also have been 
doing some surveillance work in Omahuta.  

On the recreation side there have been and still are large numbers of visitors using the campground.  A camp 
host has been employed this year from Xmas to Easter which has improved the visitor experience.  There have 
again been record numbers of Te Araroa walkers passing through and Manginangina has also been very busy. 

 

KAURI CHALLENGE 2018 

The fourth annual Kauri Challenge walk through Puketi was held on Saturday, 27th January.  Eighty walkers 
took part; fewer than last year - probably because of the ambivalent weather forecast and a lot of rain in the 
previous four weeks.  Never the less, the day turned out fine and the river was only slightly higher than in 
previous years and still pleasant to wade.  Kendall and John Bramley took their father along and Kendall reports 
below. 

In January this year my younger brother and I did the Puketi Challenge with our Dad.  We had been looking 
forward to it for ages and it was good to finally do it.  The walk was challenging but rewarding.  The part of the 
walk where the Waipapa River appeared was something that motivated me to keep going and I enjoyed 
learning to work out where we were on the map.  It took six hours for my dad, my brother and I to finish 12km.  
We just took our time and enjoyed the scenery, the huge kauri trees, all the different colours that popped in 
and the songs from the many birds, such as robins, tui and kukupa.  We enjoyed the magnificent flourishing in 
the Puketi Forest and seeing a part that we hadn’t seen before.  It was a beautiful hot day, but I found it hard to 
walk because the ground was slippery from the rain that had graced us that morning as we were starting out.  
When we hit the river and went wading the cold water was refreshing and extremely welcome.  I was glad we 
had taken along lighter shoes so we didn’t have to get our tramping boots wet.  Along the walk through the 
river we were also lucky enough to spot quite a few small fish going about their day.  My dad pointed out many 
different species of plants such as impressive kauri, lancewood (horoeka), native broom and monoao and the 
traditional slightly boring totara.  We also found a kaeo (freshwater mussel) shell and my Dad explained that 
their life cycle involves living in the gills of a native fish and that the town of Kaeo got its name because it was a 
good place for harvesting kaeo.  All in all I thoroughly enjoyed this walk and it was very worthwhile. 

Kendall Bramley (13 years) 

The walk will be organised again next year, on Saturday 26th January 2019. 
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             PUKETI  FOREST  TRUST 

                           Sponsorship Form 

 

There are several ways you can donate to support the restoration of Puketi Forest. 

Please choose the method most convenient for you. 

1. By Mail:  Complete this form and send with a cheque or credit card details to 

    The Puketi Forest Trust,  PO Box 257,  Kaeo  0448,  New Zealand. 

2. By Direct Credit:  Puketi Forest Trust,  Account No 03-0351-0165464-00   (Westpac, Kerikeri) 

    Please advise payment details by posting this form to the address above or email to info@puketi.org.nz. 

3. By credit card or PayPal account through the web site:   www.puketi.org.nz/donate.html 

    (payments are processed through the secure PayPal system). 

 

Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………...………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………….……............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….….... 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………… Phone:……………..……..……… 

I would prefer to receive newsletters by   email  /  post   (select one). 

I wish to: Sponsor    _____  hectares for _____ years  @$50 each  $_______________ 

  Sponsor    _____  kilometres of track @ $1000 per km   $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  rat traps @ $10 each     $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  stoat traps @ $20 each     $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  feral cat traps @ $25 each    $_______________ 

  Contribute to the Endowment Fund (minimum of $1000)   $_______________ 

                   Total Donation  $_______________ 

Payment method:  Cheque (payable to Puketi Forest Trust)      . 

            or: Credit Card. (Visa,  MasterCard,  American Express  or  Discover) 

      Credit card number: _________/_________/_________/_________ Expiry: ______/_____ 

Name on card: __________________________________________ Card verification No (CSC): _____________ 

           or: Direct Credit  payment date: __________  payer account name: ________________________ 

If this is a gift for a friend, please enter their details below.  Your friend will receive a certificate and Puketi Forest 

Trust newsletters.  The receipt will be sent to you at the above address. 

Name.  ……………………………………………………….…………………..…….…………………….……. 

Address.  …………………………………………………………………………...……………………………… 

                ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………. 

Message to appear on their certificate: ……………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………….. 

Puketi Forest Trust is a registered charity.  Your donation will qualify for a tax credit. 

Thank you for your support 

http://www.puketi.org.nz/donate.html

