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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON, CHERRY BEAVER 

Welcome to the 43rd edition of our newsletter.  With this edition we unveil our 
beautiful new logo.  The original logo has served the Trust well but after 15 years 
a new modern look is needed.  The central Kauri cone and symbolic feather 
edging represent all the Trust stands for and embraces.  The Logo was designed 
by Gwyneth Hulse of Kerikeri and funded by donations from the trustees.   

The web site is also in the final stages of an update.  It will have much the same 
contents but a more modern look and will be more user-friendly, especially for 
smart phones.  

The daily work of the Trust continues with our trappers trapping and our 
volunteers volunteering.  Much of this work is mundane but it's essential to 
achieve our goals and the trustees are always grateful for the enthusiasm shown.  
However more volunteers are always welcome. 

It's great to know our newsletters are well received far and wide.  You can 
imagine my surprise when on a recent trip to Stewart Island the lady serving in a 
small tourist shop in Oban commented on my new position as chairperson.  This 
was the last thing I expected and took me completely by surprise.  Anita was 
however originally from Northland and still supports the Trust so we had a lovely 
chat and she clearly enjoys reading the newsletters and keeping up to date. 

This year the Trust received funding from the Northland Regional Council's new 
pest management targeted rate.  Puketi is within the Bay of Islands High Value 
Area, one of five identified by the council.  This funding is not for use on public 
conservation land (i.e. Puketi Forest), but the Trust does some trapping on 
private land beside the forest and along the farm/forest boundary, and the NRC 
funding is used for that.  The trustees are grateful for this addition to the Trust's 
increasingly diverse funding base.  NRC funding also supports an enthusiastic and 
expanding network of community pest control east of Puketi, which really helps 
reduce re-invasion from that side. 

Kauri dieback is still one of our greatest worries in Puketi, and it's a great relief 
that all the samples from priority sites identified by aerial survey of Puketi have 
come back clean.  We absolutely want to keep Puketi free of this disease and 
welcome the National Pest Management Plan for its control.  But the 
Government must provide funding to implement it!  Without meaningful funding 
the Accelerating Protection for Kauri project is currently stalled. 

For kauri protection, DOC have now closed all unmitigated tracks in Puketi to public access.  This means the only 
tracks open to the public are now Manginangina boardwalk, Nature Trail, Lower Waipapa River track, and Pukatea 
Ridge (Te Araroa).  Trust trappers and volunteers will still be able to use the closed tracks for work in the forest, with 
biosecurity hygiene. 
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SPECIAL THANKS    To the following organisations who have made significant donations or contributions in kind 
since the last newsletter: 

Foundation North 

 

Kiwis for kiwi 

DOC Bay of Islands Office 

Northland Regional Council 

 

http://www.puketi.org.nz/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Puketi-Forest/


2 

The trustees are lobbying DOC to provide mitigation for the Waihoanga Gorge track, which is the only access by 
which the public can enjoy the Trust's core pest control area.  DOC has allocated funding to replace the bridge at the 
start of this track, to support the Trust's pest control work, and we are grateful for that because the stream would 
be dangerous to cross without it. 

 

KIWI SURVEY                                                                                                                        Cherry Beaver 

This autumn DOC commissioned Lesley Baigent and her lovely dog Tohu to do a comprehensive survey of kiwi within 
the Trust's management area in Puketi.  We first met Lesley and Tohu in our newsletter two years ago when she did 
a smaller kiwi survey.  That time the birds were only located, not disturbed in any way.  This time Lesley's brief was 
to capture and record as many Kiwi as possible in the time allowed.  Tohu is a trained conservation dog; she scents 
and indicates kiwi, then Lesley gently takes them from their burrows, gives a general health assessment, records and 
samples them and puts them back.  Lesley spent 21 days in Puketi and caught 19 birds.  She estimates Tohu covered 
over 350km!  An estimate, as Tohu doesn't do straight lines but is constantly zigging and zagging... 

Lesley said; "Some days there were none and one day we found three so a mixed bag.  We tried to cover as much 
ground as possible but the best density was in the Waihoanga Gorge area, especially on the western side." 
This is encouraging as it's where the Trust has its most intensive trapping.  The birds were all weighed, measured, 
and had feather samples taken for DNA work later if needed.  Blood samples were taken from a few early catches as 
a PhD student of Isabel Castro from Massey University was with Lesley.  All birds were microchipped, just as we do 
our pets, where a small chip the size of a grain of rice is inserted under the skin.  This is a life time ID, so any caught 
again will be recognized.  It will be exciting to see chicks microchipped this year possibly caught as adults in the 
future. 

So, the numbers caught:  2 Dads with very young chicks (about 1 week old), 1 fledged chick 425gm, 1 juvenile 
770gm, 2 sub adults (1 male 1 female), 2 pairs, 1 adult male and 6 adult females. 

Here is what Lesley reported: 

"The Dads with young chicks were in light 
condition, as to be expected, and the 3 youngest 
were light too but everything else has been in 
excellent condition. 

It is REALLY good to find young birds as this means 
kiwi are breeding and surviving.  This shows the 
huge trapping effort is reaping rewards.  The most 
dangerous time for kiwi chicks is the first 6 months, 
or until they are 1.2kg, and can fight off a stoat.  
Cats and dogs are still the biggest threat to older 
kiwi and the impact of pigs might be greater than 
previously thought.  Pigs will compete for food with 
kiwi and, as they are opportunists, they would eat 
eggs if they could.  Their presence alone has been 
shown in some areas to make adults desert their 
nests. 

We have covered a huge amount of ground and have not found as many kiwi as we would have hoped, but the area 
is vast and low densities make it a challenge." 

I asked Lesley if the pairs were in the same burrow?  Yes they were.  It seems obvious I know, but what a delightful 
thought - two birds nestled together.  Anyone walking in Puketi could pass near and be unaware of the loving couple 
in their secure burrow. 

A huge thank you to DOC for funding the survey.  This is an ongoing study and something the Trust has advocated 
for.  The Trust puts a huge amount of resources into the area and the annual Kiwi call count each May/June has 
been the only way to assess the kiwi population until now.  

DOC also ran a Kiwi aversion training day on 18th May where around 80 hunting dogs were trained.  The Kauri Die 
back message was also delivered to every hunter as well as the Kiwi message.  Thanks once again to DOC for funding 
these days. 
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KIWI LISTENING 2019 

Kiwi listening started at the end of May.   The dates chosen are related to the phases of the moon and start three 
days after the full moon so that the two hours of listening (from 6 to 8pm) can be completed before the moon 
comes over the horizon.  Kiwi call less when there is bright moonlight so the listening period runs for twenty days 
and then stops due to the moon becoming too bright.  There was a backup period in late June/early July but due to 
the dedication of the listening volunteers all sites were finished in the first period.  May/early June is the preferred 
time as kiwi are courting then and are more vocal prior to laying from mid June onwards. 

Six of the listening sites are along Pirau Road, an old logging road that was put in to salvage fallen timber after a 
major cyclone battered Puketi Forest and destroyed large areas of podocarps and kauri in 1959.  It runs for eleven 
kilometres from the eastern side of Puketi Forest right into the centre.  It provides access to a number of the Trust’s 
trap lines and is also part of the 3,000 kilometre Te Araroa Trail which runs from Cape Reinga to Bluff.  Pirau Road 
runs along a network of ridges and there are high points from which kiwi can be heard calling over a large area.   

Calm nights are desired so that distant kiwi calls are not drowned out by the sound of the wind.  Even the slightest 
breeze sounds very loud in the tops of the kauri that are a feature of several sites.  This year we had the best 
weather ever.  Not even the slightest breeze and the warmest it has ever been; or rather not as bitterly cold as in 
past years. 

After two night of listening along Pirau Road we were rather worried as very few kiwi had been heard, though there 
were a good number of calls from other listening sites on the southern side of the forest.  Had a dog killed kiwi in 
the centre of the forest?  Were they there but not calling?  On the third night, there was a big increase in the 
number of calls.  So they are still there but not as vocal as in previous years.  The Takapau/Pirau site was typical with 
no calls the first night, two the second and then on the third night one call in the first hour and ten calls from at least 
five different birds during the second hour.  On the fourth night there were again no calls.   

At the Pirau Road Central site no kiwi were heard from 2004 to 2009.  Two males were heard in 2010; two pairs and 
an additional male in 2012, and then three birds in 2017.  The site is not popular with listeners as you were lucky if 
you got one call an hour, so last year we put out an audio recorder.  Unfortunately it didn't work but on the way out 
of the forest one night a young kiwi was seen on the road right under the flagging tape marking the site.  This year 
an audio recorder was tried again and on the first three nights there was an average of one call an hour.  On the 
fourth night there were four calls in the first hour and eight during the second hour.  Audio recorders don’t record 
the direction of calls so it's difficult to work out how many birds are calling, but a pair called very close to the 
recorder and a few minutes later another pair called which were obviously a long way away so we can conclude that 
at least four birds were “heard” from that site.   

Despite the low number of calls at the beginning of the listening period the average number of calls overall was only 
slightly less than last year’s record call count and the number of birds present remains much the same as in recent 
years.  The graph below summarises the monitoring results from 2004 to 2019 for the ten sites that have been 
monitored most regularly. 

This year three kiwi were seen by listeners driving on Pirau Road.  Two were juveniles.  The third was in the water 
table and couldn’t be seen well, but appeared to be a juvenile also.  Hopefully in a couple of years they will be calling 
too.  Over the previous fourteen years, listeners saw a total of four kiwi on Pirau Road. 

Kiwi Monitoring 2004 – 2019  (Average for Ten Sites) 
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TRAPPING UPDATE 

Volunteers and contractors working for the Trust service 6189 traps.  The 2459 rat traps and 915 possum traps in 
the core area are serviced every 4 weeks (13 times a year) and the 1046 stoat traps, 257 cat traps and 1512 possum 
traps outside the core area are serviced 12 times a year.  All the traps have been certified as humane and we have 
gone for traps that are not only effective but also last well in the field.  However no trap is perfect and there are 
always going to be breakages and traps that need replacing due to the effects of the weather and the corrosive 
nature of animal remains.  Pigs are also a problem with traps rolled down banks and pulled off trees.  Tying the traps 
to vegetation and modifying the possum traps has almost eliminated the pig problems but losses and breakages still 
sometimes occur.  The Trustees are very appreciative of the donations given for the purchase of traps.  New traps 
are now mainly used for replacements.  This keeps all the trap-lines in good working order.  Over the years we have 
replaced all the Fenn traps and the original DOC 200 stoat traps with stainless-steel DOC 200s which are lasting very 
well, although the odd one breaks from time to time.  The DOC 250s on the edge of the forest, where there is a 
possibility of ferrets, weren’t originally available in stainless steel and are now beginning to need replacement. 

When the Trust started trapping rats nearly all groups were using the Victor Professional Rat Trap.  These traps are 
cheap and work well when they are new but deteriorate quickly in the damp environment of a rain forest and need 
to be oiled every time they are serviced.  Trials in Puketi showed that the Kness Snap-E rat trap lasts longer and 
needs less maintenance.  Some Snap-E traps have been in use for over 10 years and are still working well, but each 
trapping round a few of those in the damper areas need to be replaced.  We are currently trialling the Gorilla rat 
trap to see how it compares for effectiveness, long life and minimal maintenance.   

To date the Trust has used mainly the SA 1 (modified Coney Bear) 
trap to target feral cats.  It is a very effective trap but takes a lot of 
effort to keep it in good working order and is prone to being 
knocked off its holding bracket when possums climb over it.  It is 
also difficult to set without a lot of practice and then, almost 
without exception, the trapper gets a little too confident and ends 
up catching his fingers.  Steve Allen has recently developed a 
completely new trap, the SA 2 Kat Trap, which has none of the 
disadvantages of the SA 1 and has recently been certified as 
humane.  This trap is highly recommended by others who have 
used it.  60 SA 2 Kat Traps bought with a grant from the Oxford 
Sports Trust have been installed to replace every second SA 1 on 
some trap lines.  It will be interesting to see if the SA 2 traps catch 
more cats.  The traps they replace will be used as spares to replace 
others that wear out so won’t be wasted. 

As mentioned in the last newsletter the Department of 
Conservation has stepped away from funding some of the pest 
control work it was doing in Puketi.  DOC ranger Dan O'Halloran 
now looks after some of those traps in his own time as a Trust 
volunteer.  Other possum traps of the Department which had 
reached the end of their life have been replaced with 42 
Trapinators by Trust volunteers and are being serviced by our 
contractors who are already walking past them to service their 
stoat traps. 

Since its beginning in September 2003, the Trust has recorded 74,184 pests caught in traps.  These trap catches are 
summarised in the table and graphs below.  An additional uncounted number of rats and possums have been 
removed by toxins, and possums are regularly taken from the traps by pigs before they can be counted. 

 

Total Trap Catch - September 2003 to June 2019: 

Stoat Cat Weasel Ferret Rat Hedgehog Possum Mice 

2,558 423 129 3 46,219 823 20,453 3,576 

 

Yvonne Benfell and Cherry Beaver carry 

Trapinators to install on stoat line S4. 
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Annual Trap Catch to 30 June Each Year: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Catch numbers have increased as more traps have been installed and traps, baits and methods improved.  There has 
been some subsequent drop off as initial residents have been removed.  Further reduction in catch rates appears to 
have occurred as pest control by other groups to the east of Puketi, particularly Puketotara Landcare, has intensified 
in recent years.  Natural fluctuations in pest activity also affect catch rate.   

Fewer weasels are caught in Puketi than in trapping operations in more open landscapes, because weasels seldom 
go far into the forest.  Most caught here are on the forest edge.  Hedgehogs and mice are not targeted but are by-
catch in the stoat and rat traps.  Interestingly, we have never caught a hedgehog more than a few metres into the 
forest, which is good news for native invertebrates.  Not all mice are recorded because many have decomposed or 
been eaten by the time the traps are re-checked.  Most recorded mice are from trap line T8 along the south-east 
forest boundary which is checked daily by Jill Mortensen. 
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AUTUMN BIRD COUNT                                                                                                            Ian Wilson 

Fifteen listening stations were set up in 2005 through the core area, from Waihoanga to the north end of the 
plateau.  Between 2005 and 2017 I carried out eleven autumn bird counts.  I have always enjoyed observing birds 
and looked forward to the bird counts.  Being involved with the pest control it has also been very rewarding 
observing the increase in bird numbers.  I have always done a standard five minute bird count, which involves 
recording all birds seen and heard and is useful for comparison with other projects using the same method.  I then 
spend five minutes rubbing polystyrene against damp glass.  Some species are attracted to the squeaky sound and I 
believe this gives a better indication of the total number of birds in the area.  In the Puketi core area there are now 
often more than 20 birds (four, five and even six species) flying around me while I am “squeaking” and it's a magical 
experience.  At such times I am filled with gratitude for all the contributions of Trust supporters which have made 
this happen.  I also feel a little guilty that I am having this amazing experience and others that have made it happen 
are not sharing in it.  Wherever I go in New Zealand I do a few bird counts and there are only a couple of places 
where I have recorded more birds than in the Trust’s core area. 

The monitor line is seven kilometres long and climbs over 300 metres.  It takes 2 days to complete and the weather 
must be fine and calm so that more distant birds can be heard.  That means the person monitoring must not only 
have a good knowledge of bird calls but also be flexible time wise, able to follow the route and reasonably fit.  I no 
longer have the last requirement and was very pleased when Mark Darin volunteered to take over.  Mark has all the 
necessary skills.  Differences in bird counts are often due less to a change in the abundance of birds than to a change 
of monitor.  Some people are more familiar with the range of bird calls, some have better hearing, some like to be 
absolutely certain before they record a bird, while others want the list as long as possible.  To see how Mark and I 
compared we spent a morning together doing both five minute counts and squeaking.  I found Mark has a good 
knowledge of all the birds he is hearing and, like me, won’t record anything unless he is certain of its identity.  I 
don’t think the change of monitor will have much effect on the number of birds recorded. 

The table below gives the results of the bird counts over the years with those for 2019 being Mark’s results.  As you 
can see the results are in line with what one would expect.  The Trust is very fortunate that Mark has taken on this 
important role. 

Autumn Bird Counts     Five Minutes + Five Minutes Squeaking (average number/station) 

  2005 2006 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2014 2015 2016 2017 2019 

Blackbird 
 

0.06 0.27 0.13 0.4 0.67 0.07 0.33 0.27 0.5 0.43 0.2 

Chaffinch 0.13 
 

0.13 0.27 0.2 0.13 0.33 0.47 0.07 0.14 0.29 0.13 

Fantail 0.4 1.67 1.67 2.07 0.8 0.73 0.73 0.93 1.73 1.64 1.57 1.07 

Grey warbler 1.73 3.13 2.4 2.93 2 1.87 3.07 2.87 3.8 3.64 2.86 5.2 

Kukupa 0.53 0.6 0.67 0.13 1.07 1.27 0.87 1.2 0.93 1.29 0.71 1.13 

Myna 0.27 0.13 0.13 0.2 0.13 0.07 0.87 0.47 0.2 0.64 0.71 0.73 

Pied tit 1.13 1.27 1.67 1.4 1.27 1.27 1.33 1.67 1.4 1.5 1.36 1.6 

Rosella 0.47 0.4 0.27 0.47 0.53 0.87 0.67 1.27 1.33 0.71 0.71 1.13 

Silvereye 1.67 2.25 5.4 3.73 4.67 6.53 3.33 5.2 2 3 3.29 5.27 

Tui 1.53 1.6 1.53 2.07 2.47 3.1 3.53 3.8 3.13 3.57 2.79 2.6 

Starling 
 

0.07 0.07 0.07 
 

0.07 0.07 0.13 0.27 0.14 0.14 
 

Kokako 
  

0.07 
    

0.2 0.07 0.36 0.07 0.07 

Harrier 
  

0.07 
         

Robin 
    

0.07 
 

0.33 0.07 
 

0.14 0.07 0.13 

Morepork 
    

0.07 
       

Magpie 
     

0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 
 

0.07 
 

Paradise shelduck 
      

0.07 0.13 
  

0.14 
 

Total birds/station 7.86 11.18 14.35 13.47 13.68 16.65 15.34 18.81 15.27 17.27 15.21 19.26 
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KAURI LEAFMINER                                                                                                            Nicholas Martin 

If Kauri is an endangered species, then so is the Kauri leafminer moth, Acrocercops leucocyma (Lepidoptera: 
Gracillariidae).  It only lives on Kauri trees.  The distinctive leaf mines can be seen on most Kauri trees, even young 
trees in parks and gardens.  

Remarkably, even though the moth had been discovered and named in 1889, the fact that its caterpillars made 
mines in Kauri leaves was only discovered in 1962. 

 The female moths lay eggs on young Kauri leaves in the spring.  The young caterpillars burrow through the leaves, 
just under the skin (epidermis) on the leaf's upper side.  When the caterpillar has reached full size, it forms a 
chamber at the base of the leaf in which it spends the rest of the summer and winter.  Once the chamber is formed, 
the caterpillar stops eating until spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Caterpillar resting in the leaf base. 

 

 
Leaf mines on kauri.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pupae in cocoon.                                                                                                  The adult moth. 

In the spring, the caterpillar chews the gall tissue and then leaves the remains.  It finds a leaf of Kauri or one of the 
plants living beneath the trees and spins a silk cocoon in which it pupates.  After a few weeks the moth hatches from 
the pupa and pushes its way out of the cocoon.  It then pumps body fluids into its wings to make them expand.  
Then it lets them dry and harden before taking flight.  The male moth finds a female and they mate, after which the 
female will start laying eggs.  The moths have a long ‘tongue’ with which they can feed on nectar in flowers.  The 
female moth probably lives for several weeks. 

There is an internet factsheet available if you would like to see more pictures and read more, including about the 
tiny parasitic wasps that help keep the moth’s density low: http://nzacfactsheets.landcareresearch.co.nz/Index.html 

 Other factsheets at this site will tell you about many of the insects and other invertebrates living in our forests. 

http://nzacfactsheets.landcareresearch.co.nz/Index.html
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THE MODERN HISTORY OF PUKETI                                                                                   Gary Bramley 

Puketi Forest is one of 17 forests which comprise the Northland Conservation Park.  Together these forests house 
85% of all remaining kauri.  Puketi is contiguous with Omahuta Forest to the west and Otangaroa Forest to the 
north. The southern and eastern boundaries of Puketi Forest are farmland or other privately owned land.  According 
to the Northland Conservation Management Strategy, the forests at Puketi cover more than 21,000 ha, forming the 
second largest, but most intact, forested habitat in the Eastern Northland Ecological Region.  The Department of 
Conservation administers 16,211 ha of the total area, and there is around 250 ha under Conservation Covenant and 
428 ha under covenant with the Queen Elizabeth II National Trust.  The remainder is private or Maori-owned land. 

The majority of the forest lies between 240m and 460 m above sea level with the highest altitude located on the 
Puketi plateau in the south western part of the forest at 539 m asl.  The forest lies at the headwaters of the Waipapa 
River, which drains south west to the Hokianga Harbour, the Kaeo and Pupuke Rivers, which drain north east to the 
Whangaroa Harbour near Kaeo and the Oruaiti River, which drains north to Doubtless Bay.  

Puketi Forest was acquired by the Crown from its Maori owners in 1859.  Commercial logging of kauri and podocarps 
commenced in the 1860s.  The area was gazetted as State Forest in 1933 and administered by the New Zealand 
Forest Service, primarily for timber production.  Logging continued throughout parts of the forest until 1980 when a 
moratorium was placed on logging at Puketi.  In 1985 the New Zealand Forest Service implemented the revised Kauri 
Policy, which precluded the felling of mature kauri in State Forests, except with ministerial approval.  Logging of 
indigenous forest at Puketi was not reinstated when the moratorium ended.  In 1987 administration of Puketi 
transferred to the Department of Conservation.   

After earlier clear-felling, some parts of the forest were planted in exotic timber species and have been subject to 
silvicultural tending and episodic logging ever since.  Parts of the forest are the subject of claims under the Treaty of 
Waitangi by local Maori. 

The outstanding floristic and wildlife values of Puketi Forest were not recognised until the late 1970s.  In 1981 a 
population study of kokako began in the forest.  In November 1983 Puketi Forest was home to at least 100 North 
Island kokako (Callaeas wilsonii) which represented about 7% of the total estimated remaining population of 1400 at 
the time.  The observation that the kokako population was centred on unlogged forest, with none present in the 
areas which had recently been selectively logged, resulted in the five year moratorium on logging in order to 
facilitate a study of habitat use by kokako in the forest and an assessment of the possible impact of continued 
logging on the kokako population.  The kokako study concluded at the end of 1984 (Best and Bellingham 1991).  By 
2003 there were seven male kokako remaining.   

The Puketi Ecological District, 
which includes much of Puketi 
Forest, contains a high diversity 
of vegetation types and plant 
species, including some which 
are rare in Northland.  A total 
of 516 species of vascular plant 
have been recorded from 
Puketi Forest including 370 
native species, some of which 
are nationally rare species, 
species near their 
distributional limit and one 
species (Davallia tasmanii 
subsp. cristata) which appears 
to be endemic to Puketi. 

 

 

 

 

 
Kauri logging using a pitsaw, approximately 1912.  This photo is from the Thames area and the 

man standing on top of the log is George Bramley, Gary's great uncle.  Gary's grandfather and all 

seven of his brothers were kauri bushmen including one killed by a falling log at Waimate North. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY IN PEST CONTROL                                                        John Dawn 

Where once-off eradication of a pest species is not possible, as for most of mainland New Zealand with current 
technology, long term pest control, i.e. suppression, must be maintained.  If a single control method is used 
continuously, a few pests are always missed.  Some individuals, especially of rats, stoats and cats, are naturally wary 
of anything new or unusual and avoid trap boxes and bait stations unless they are very hungry.  Others may acquire 
aversion (become 'trap shy', or 'bait shy') through non-lethal encounters with traps or toxin.  And if we use just one 
toxin for an extended period, natural selection leads to an increasingly toxin-tolerant population of pests. 

The answer is to use a range of pest control methods and the more variety the better: different traps, different 
lures, traps plus toxins, different toxins, and different methods of presentation.  The small range of available control 
methods is a major limitation for effective predator suppression for protection of endangered native ecosystems 
such as Puketi. 

The results from rat control in the Trust's core area illustrate the effect of mixing different control methods.  Rat 
traps were installed in the core area in 2005 and 2007 on a 100 x 50 metre grid and are serviced every four weeks.  
Initially the target tracking index (less than 5%) was achieved by trapping alone, but after about four years the 
tracking index increased to 20-30%.   

Since 2012 rat trapping has been supplemented with a single pulse of Pindone cereal pellets in bait stations at 100 x 
100 metres.  Only small quantities of toxin are required because rat numbers are already substantially reduced by 
trapping.  250 grams of bait are placed in each internal bait station and 500 grams in perimeter stations.  Baits are 
checked and topped up if necessary 10 days later and all remaining bait is removed after two months.  At least half 
the bait put into bait stations is eventually recovered and carried out of the forest for safe disposal.   

Pindone is put out during August – October to coincide with the bird breeding season.  A hundred tracking tunnels 
are permanently laid on random lines within the core area.  The effect of the Pindone on rat numbers is shown by 
the tracking index (percentage of cards tracked by rats during one night) measured before and after Pindone 
application during the last two years: 

 
Year 

Rat Tracking Index (% of cards tracked in one night) 

Before Pindone 
(August – September) 

After Pindone 
(November – December) 

2017 21% 3% 

2018 21% 6% 

This strategy is achieving the desired result, but only just; it would be nice to have more options.  A rat-specific toxin 
harmless to other species and non-food scent lures for stoats, based on stoat nest bedding or the scent of larger 
predators, are said to be in the pipeline.  Many more innovations and a great deal more research – with adequate 
funding - will be required if the Predator Free 2050 goals are to be achieved. 

 

REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

Preventing the spread of kauri dieback has been the Department's focus over recent months.  Work has been 
completed on upgrading the Pukatea track and installing new boot cleaning stations at Forest Pools, the start of 
Pirau Road and on Blackbridge Road in Omahuta.  All the unmitigated tracks have been closed from 10 July 2019.  

All the priority sites in the forest that were identified by the aerial survey as possible Kauri Dieback locations have 
been sampled and all results have come back negative. 

Advocacy work has included a very successful joint Kiwi Aversion training and Kauri Dieback prevention day for pig 
hunters that was held at the headquarters.  A public Kauri Prevention information meeting with Dr Ian Horner from 
Plant and Food Research was held at the Okaihau Hall in June. 

In other operations, contractors have completed a kiwi survey of the forest, goat control, roadside weed control and 
vegetation trimming along Pirau Rd.  Further roadworks and fencing in Omahuta are ongoing.  Biodiversity staff 
carried out Kiwi listening with Trust volunteers and are currently putting out devices and cameras for bat, kiwi and 
pig monitoring.  Recreation staff have been working with a group associated with Piki te Aroha marae to upgrade 
the facilities at Forest Pools.  The bid for a replacement bridge across the Waihoanga Stream to enable the Trust's 
important work to continue has been successful and construction is expected to begin in the spring. 
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             PUKETI  FOREST  TRUST 

                           Sponsorship Form 

 

There are several ways you can donate to support the restoration of Puketi Forest. 

Please choose the method most convenient for you. 

1. By Mail:  Complete this form and send with a cheque or credit card details to 

    The Puketi Forest Trust,  PO Box 257,  Kaeo  0448,  New Zealand. 

2. By Direct Credit:  Puketi Forest Trust,  Account No 03-0351-0165464-000   (Westpac, Kerikeri) 

    Please advise payment details by posting this form to the address above or email to info@puketi.org.nz. 

3. By credit card or PayPal account through the web site:   www.puketi.org.nz/donate.html 

    (payments are processed through the secure PayPal system). 

 

Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………...………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………….……............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….….... 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………… Phone:……………..……..……… 

I would prefer to receive newsletters by   email  /  post   (select one). 

I wish to: Sponsor    _____  hectares for _____ years  @$50 each  $_______________ 

  Sponsor    _____  kilometres of track @ $1000 per km   $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  rat traps @ $10 each     $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  stoat traps @ $20 each     $_______________ 

  Donate     _____  feral cat traps @ $25 each    $_______________ 

  Contribute to the Endowment Fund (minimum of $1000)   $_______________ 

                   Total Donation  $_______________ 

Payment method:  Cheque (payable to Puketi Forest Trust)      . 

            or: Credit Card. (Visa,  MasterCard,  American Express  or  Discover) 

      Credit card number: _________/_________/_________/_________ Expiry: ______/_____ 

Name on card: __________________________________________ Card verification No (CSC): _____________ 

           or: Direct Credit  payment date: __________  payer account name: ________________________ 

If this is a gift for a friend, please enter their details below.  Your friend will receive a certificate and Puketi Forest 

Trust newsletters.  The receipt will be sent to you at the above address. 

Name.  ……………………………………………………….…………………..…….…………………….……. 

Address.  …………………………………………………………………………...……………………………… 

                ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………. 

Message to appear on their certificate: ……………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………….. 

Puketi Forest Trust is a registered charity.  Your donation will qualify for a tax credit. 

Thank you for your support 

http://www.puketi.org.nz/donate.html

