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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, DR GARY BRAMLEY
Spring greetings to the Trust’s members and supporters. Although
September is officially the start of spring, in my experience September can be
a pretty “bony” month in the forest and it is not usually until October that
spring really makes its presence felt – although the birds seem to know in
advance and get down to breeding in anticipation of that spring flush of food.
The return of longer days in September is welcome at any rate.
Things have been very much business as usual for the Trust this year. This is
partly a reflection of the fact that as a group of volunteers we are stretched
to maintain what we do, let alone embark on anything new. Early in August
we held a strategy session and there were some really good discussions about
the role each of the trustees wishes to play and how we can best enable the
Trust to move forward over both the short and long term. I left the meeting
feeling re-energised and we have all taken on some new tasks to assist in
moving the Trust closer to its goal of a restored functioning forest. As a group
the trustees spend almost none of our funds on strategic planning or
administration, but this sort of high level thinking will be critical to
maintaining the Trust and allowing it to keep doing what it needs to do in
future. It is the familiar scenario of being too busy spending time and energy
in the business to spend that time and energy on the business, which is where
the really big rewards are. Sometimes it takes some investment in these
things to unlock the thinking of those involved and achieve a better overall
outcome. One of the tasks we have identified as needing more attention is
telling our story better – this will include updating the website and making
sure that we put our stories out in public to encourage people to join us. Our
current website was designed and built in 2005 and things have come a long
way since then – for example our site is not optimised for viewing on mobile
phones. Just one of the things that needs a refresh and update.

IN THIS ISSUE:
2018 AGM

2

Kiwi Listening 2018

2

Toutouwai Monitoring

3

Predator Control and Birds

4

Whiteheads for Puketi

5

Kauri Dieback Update

6

Waihoanga Track

7

What About Toxins?

7

Volunteers Roll Up

8

Adopt a Trap Line

8

DOC Report

9

Kauri Challenge 2019

9

Sponsorship Form

10

WWW.PUKETI.ORG.NZ
Email: info@puketi.org.nz

Phone: 09 405 0074
Post:

PO Box 257,
Kaeo 0448

Another thing we have not done much of since 2014 (when the kokako
returned) is think about translocations of species to Puketi. We now have a
subcommittee working on a proposal to return whiteheads to the forest.
Anyone who would like to contribute in developing the proposal should
contact one of the trustees.

SPECIAL THANKS

To the following organisations who have made significant donations or contributions in
kind since the last newsletter:

Foundation North

Kiwis for kiwi

Far North District Council

Tiny Mighty Power

DOC Bay of Islands Office

Baz Reiher

Northland Regional Council
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November is the time of year for our Annual General Meeting and it is my pleasure to invite all our members
and any interested parties to the 15th AGM of the Puketi Forest Trust to be held at Puketi Forest Headquarters
commencing 10 am on Saturday 3 November 2018. Our speaker this year will be Tertia Thurley, a biodiversity
planner with the Department of Conservation in Whangarei and a very experienced field worker, particularly
with kokako and bats. Tertia will be talking to us about bats in Northland, and Puketi in particular. Any
nominations to the Board of Trustees are welcome. I will be stepping down from my second term as Chairman
this year. As original trustees, Ian Wilson, Wiremu Williams and I have supported the Trust since before its
inception and we welcome any members, new or old, who might like to join the committee. We are
developing a job description for trustees so that expectations and commitments are clearer for all involved.
There is much debate about the pros and cons of the use of 1080 (particularly aerial 1080) in the press at the
moment. Puketi Forest Trust’s official position has always been that we are committed to the use of trapping
whilst we can demonstrate that it is effective, but that 1080 is one of the pest control tools available and we
are not ideologically opposed to it. We have never canvassed the opinions of our members on this matter
before and are taking this opportunity to do so. I urge you to let the trustees know your thoughts in relation to
1080 as I am sure we will come under increasing pressure to use it in the future.
As this is my final newsletter as Chairman I would like to take the opportunity to thank the trustees of
particularly the last five years for working together in such a constructive and effective manner and thank our
members for their ongoing support, financial and in other ways. I would also like to thank my family who have
allowed me to spend time on this important kaupapa. My very best wishes to you all and see you at the AGM.

PUKETI FOREST TRUST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Trust's 2018 AGM will be held on Saturday, 3 November, starting 10:00am at the Puketi Forest
Headquarters trampers' hut (Puketi Recreation Area), off Waiare Road, Kerikeri. Following the meeting, Tertia
Thurley will talk about native bats and their conservation in Puketi. Tertia is a senior biodiversity ranger with
DOC who has recently moved to Whangarei from Pureora, where she did a lot of work with bats, kokako and
other species.
We will finish with a pot luck lunch. Please bring some food to share. We warmly invite all our members, and
their friends and family, to attend.

KIWI LISTENING 2018
Twenty four people took part in this year’s kiwi
monitoring and we are very grateful that once
again our volunteers often put themselves out to
take advantage of calm rain-free nights that were
in short supply. The results were the best ever.
A total of 578 calls were recorded from twelve
sites – an average of 6.0 calls per hour. From the
recorded distance, direction and sex of each call
it has been calculated that the listeners heard 65
male and 35 female kiwi, a total of 100
individuals.
Over the years more than 15 sites have been
monitored but some are not done every year.
This graph shows the trend at the 10 sites that
have been most regularly monitored.
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Kiwi are not the only creatures out and about at night.
Possums used to be recorded at all sites most nights, but
now that the Trust has extended possum control beyond
the core area it is rare to see a possum except at the two
sites on the edge of, or outside, the area of possum
trapping. At one of these sites, Rod and Bridget Hall were
intrigued to see a possum come along, climb a tree and put its
head into a trap. They waited for the “bang” but the possum
was a dainty eater and licked the bait off the bait holder
instead of biting it. After having a feed it climbed down the
tree and carried on its way.
Photo: Rod and Bridget Hall

The number of wild pigs throughout Northland has been higher than usual this year and Puketi is no exception.
At least four people had pigs, unaware of the monitors' presence, come up to them while they were listening,
which can be a bit disconcerting. However the pigs departed very rapidly when they become aware of the
monitors. Much more enjoyable were the close approach of a kiwi to two listeners and the sight of another
juvenile kiwi on the way out on the last night. Most nights, moreporks were very vocal, especially during the
first hour. The quiet rasping of weta is being recorded more often. Whether this is due to an increase in the
number of these insects or greater awareness on the part of the listeners is hard to say.

TOUTOUWAI (NORTH ISLAND ROBIN) MONITORING
Each year the Trust organises a survey in late July to check that the robins
are holding their own in the core area. This year July came and almost went
without us organising a survey and so an email was sent to local members
three days before the last Saturday.
Most people already had other
commitments but seven were able to
make it for the day. Apologies to those
of you who would have liked to take
part but were not given enough
advance notice. We did not want to
delay it too much longer as robins start
breeding in August and we do not like
playing recorded song and stressing
them unnecessarily while they are
nesting.

YS - RM (released June 2009)
Photo: Tricia Hodgson

Unbanded toutouwai (Puketi hatched)
Photo: Michael Winch

We had a most successful day. Between us we walked 8.1 kilometres of
trap line and recorded 34 robin sightings. If we assume any sightings
within 100 metres of each other are the same bird, we saw at least 26
different robins. This is 4.2 sightings/kilometre and at least 3.2 different
birds/kilometre. Last year was the previous best year and the figures on
the same sections of trap line were 2.35 and 1.75 respectively.

Three banded robins were seen on the lines surveyed last year and they were all seen again this year. A fourth
banded robin was also recorded on the plateau last year and again this autumn. These birds were all brought
to Puketi in June 2009, which makes them at least 10 years old. Not bad for a bird with a life expectancy of 3
years in other parts of New Zealand.
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Many other birds were also seen, with NZ pigeons (kukupa/kereru) appearing to be more abundant this year.

Photo: Tricia Hodgson

THE EFFECT OF PREDATOR CONTROL ON BIRD NUMBERS IN PUKETI FOREST
A shortage of suitable weather and other commitments meant the annual autumn 5 minute bird count survey
was not carried out this year. (If you have a reasonable knowledge of bird calls, a moderate level of fitness and
a couple of spare days in April each year, we would love to hear from you).
However, an analysis of autumn bird counts and a comparison with counts at Zealandia are of interest. The
first graph shows what has happened to bird count numbers since predator control began in the Trust’s core
area in late 2005. Numbers increased for six years and then levelled off as young birds sought territories
outside the core area rather than fighting for space within the area receiving intensive predator control. 2017
was shaping up to be better than 2016 but the weather on the second day of the count was very poor with
wind and light rain and this pulled down the average count.
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How has each of the species that make up the total performed over the years? The second graph compares
numbers in 2005 with those in 2016 (which is more typical than 2017). It is interesting that introduced species
are in smaller numbers than native species and on the whole have not increased as much. There has been a
significant increase in all the native species except tomtits, which have had a smaller increase.
These graphs show figures for the extended method, which includes the standard 5 minute bird count followed
by 5 minutes of squeaking during which any additional birds are added to the count.
How does this compare with Zealandia? Zealandia is a 225 hectare valley of bush and a dam, once the source
of Wellington’s water and now surrounded by an 8.6 kilometre predator-proof fence. Before the fence was
completed in 1999 the bush contained the common birds one would expect to find. The most common natives
were grey warblers, fantails and silvereyes, with occasional tui. Five years after the fence was built and the
introduced animal pests removed, the birds had increased in number similar to our observations in Puketi.
Ten endemic (found only in New Zealand) species have since been translocated to Zealandia: saddleback
(tieke), stitchbird (hihi), NI robin (toutouwai), red-crowned parakeet (kakariki), kaka, whitehead (popokatea),
little-spotted kiwi, takahe and brown teal (pateke). Only two species have been translocated to Puketi so far
(NI robin and kokako). What effect has the establishment of a diverse and abundant endemic bird community
had on the other birds already present and doing well in a predator free environment? Bird counts in Zealandia
10 years after establishment of the endemic species show a surprising pattern. Detection rates for most of the
species that were present before 1999 have declined significantly. This includes highly significant declines of
the three native bird species; silvereye, grey warbler and fantail. The endemic tui is the only bird to show a
significant increase over the whole 21 year period of monitoring.
A suggested explanation for these results is that endemic birds have evolved in New Zealand and are well
adapted to find food and survive in our forests so long as there are no mammalian predators, which they have
not evolved to cope with. In contrast, more recently arrived native species are not so well adapted to our
conditions but are better able to survive in the presence of mammalian predators. In fact it seems that
populations of some New Zealand bird species are limited more by competition with other species of birds than
by mammalian predation. Silvereyes, grey warblers and fantails are now more abundant in areas outside the
fence, with less intensive pest control, than they are in Zealandia.

WHITEHEADS FOR PUKETI
A Trust subcommittee is working on a proposal to
return whiteheads to Puketi. This involves researching
their habitat requirements (Puketi is very suitable) and
possible source populations, discussion with iwi and
other interested parties at Puketi and source locations,
and preparation of a translocation application, which is
submitted to DOC to obtain a legal consent.
Whiteheads have been successfully re-introduced to
several conservation projects and appear to establish
well, so the project has a good chance of success.
Whiteheads (popokatea, Mohoua albicilla) are
passerines (perching birds) belonging to a group of birds
Photo: © Jared Le Roy, NZ Birds Online
called “whistlers” found throughout Australasia,
Southeast Asia and Papua New Guinea. Whistlers belong to the family Pachycephalidae (literally translated as
“thick heads”) which has three endemic representatives in New Zealand – the whitehead (in the North Island)
the yellowhead (or mohua, in the South Island) and the brown creeper (or pipipi, in the South Island and
Stewart Island). As suggested by the English name, adult males have a white head and underparts, but adult

5

females and juveniles, whilst similar, are more brown. Whiteheads have declined in numbers and range since
European settlement and disappeared from Northland in the 1870s. They have a conservation threat ranking
of “at risk (declining)” but are widespread and can be locally common where they occur, which is mainly in the
central North Island and some offshore islands.
Whiteheads occur in small, fast moving (and sometimes noisy) flocks outside the breeding season and often
join flocks with other species as they range about the forest. Once breeding starts, territories are defended by
family groups and the main female lays the eggs in a nest which is most commonly built high in the canopy.
Males guard the female while she is laying and the 2 – 4 eggs are incubated for 17 – 19 days by the main
female alone. The male and the rest of the family group (“the helpers”) feed the chicks, which begin to feed on
their own about 10 days after leaving the nest, but may still be fed by helpers at up to nine months of age. In
low density populations birds begin breeding at one year of age, but where populations are dense, individuals
may delay breeding for several years and serve as helpers for their parents instead. A lack of breeding
opportunities (such as occurs when the habitat is saturated with experienced adults) is thought to be a
prerequisite for the evolution of helping behaviour in birds as occurs in pukeko and whitehead. Long-tailed
cuckoos exploit the nesting behaviour of whiteheads, and family groups of whiteheads can sometimes be seen
in summer feeding enormous cuckoo chicks much larger than themselves.
Whiteheads mostly eat insects and spiders but also eat some fruit. They “glean” their invertebrate prey from
leaves, twigs and branches in the canopy and also eat invertebrates dislodged by other birds. Whiteheads
typically have a life expectancy of about five years.

KAURI DIEBACK UPDATE
The national Kauri Dieback Programme was given a much needed boost by the new government in late 2017.
An independent panel charged with accelerating protection for kauri are currently consulting communities to
develop a refreshed strategy, a national pest management plan for kauri dieback (the strongest form of
regulation available to protect kauri) and an improved organisation to get things done. Results so far look
promising, so fingers crossed that we will at last get effective management of kauri dieback at a national level.
You can keep up with the consultation and make submissions if you haven't already at
www.kauridieback.co.nz.
Puketi is thought to be free of kauri dieback and we would like to keep it that way. An aerial survey has been
done and follow-up sampling and testing are under way. Over the last few years the trustees have made
several unsuccessful requests for help to develop a plan to keep kauri dieback out of Puketi. Discussion has
now started with the Ngapuhi runanga and other local stakeholders to draw up a plan locally.
Meanwhile, DOC's Kauri Dieback Recreation Project has let a contract to upgrade several tracks in the Bay of
Islands, including the Pukatea Ridge and Lower Waipapa River tracks in Puketi, starting in mid-September.
Sections of track adjacent to kauri will be given geogrid with bark/aggregate fill, boxed steps or boardwalks.
This will hopefully deal with one threat (mainly Te Araroa walkers), but there are other vectors and many other
entry points to the forest which must also be managed, hence the need for an overall plan.
Kauri dieback is caused by a pathogen called Phytophthora agathidicida. This is a microscopic soil-dwelling 'water
mould' (a fungus-like organism), which infects the roots of kauri, damaging the tree's ability to take up water and
nutrients. Kauri dieback kills kauri of all sizes and of any age – from seedlings to giants that pre-date human

settlement. There is no cure for kauri dieback, and no evidence that kauri have any natural resistance to the
disease.
It can be spread in tiny amounts of soil, and can remain viable in an inactive state above ground for many years,

so make sure your boots and other equipment are absolutely clean before and after entering any kauri forest,
or park or garden in which kauri have been planted.
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NEW CLEANING STATION AT WAIHOANGA
The Waihoanga Gorge Kauri walk is popular with many
locals who enjoy taking visitors on the “best half day
walk in Northland”. Until recently there was only a basic
sanitisation kit beside the first bridge for visitors to clean
their boots. When the Northland Regional Council
offered some hygiene station gear, eight local farmers
and Trust volunteers got together to upgrade biosecurity for the track. They donated the materials and
metalled and fenced an area next to the road at the start
of the walk, and installed the grating, scrubbing brushes,
tank and spray gun supplied by the Regional Council.

WAIHOANGA GORGE KAURI WALK UNDER THREAT
The Waihoanga Gorge Kauri Walk track passes many kauri trees and is another potential point of entry for kauri
dieback into Puketi. The Kauri Dieback Recreation Project has no plans to upgrade this track at present, partly
because the back section of the loop would require a lot of expensive work, and there have been suggestions
that the track should be closed. The loss of this track would be a blow to the Trust, because this is the only
public access to the core area of pest control and re-introductions. To complicate matters, the bridge across
the Waihoanga stream at the entrance to the track is close to the end of its life and will have to be replaced
soon, at more significant cost. The bridge is now restricted to one person at a time and will remain open until
28 February 2019. In the meantime, the trustees are discussing options with DOC staff for replacing the bridge
and upgrading at least the front portion of the track, which is in good condition and shouldn't need much work.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT TOXINS FOR PEST CONTROL?
Last summer the Trust caught just over 100 stoats. Sixty two of these were in 14 clusters of up to half a dozen
each, which might suggest that some females managed to avoid all the traps and raised families in Puketi.
According to this hypothesis, the young would have been caught when they left the den and began exploring
the surrounding area. On that basis many of the remaining forty stoats caught last summer could have been
dispersing stoats from outside our area of predator control. With more and more community groups in this
area trapping stoats, the invasion by dispersing stoats is expected to decrease. We just have to find some way
of removing any resident females, which might be trap shy.
There is a school of thought that pest control operations should use a toxin to remove trap shy stoats at least
once every three to five years. The Trust is coming under increasing pressure to use 1080 to poison rats which
would be eaten by stoats, which would then die from secondary poisoning.
It is also relevant to note that two thirds of the 16,000 hectares of Puketi and Omahuta Forest receive no pest
control and 1080 might be an alternative to supplement the Trust’s work.
Trapping has always been the Trust’s preferred option but after a few years we had to resort to using the
“friendly” toxin, pindone, to get rat numbers below the 5% tracking we aim for.
We need to give consideration to using other tools in the box, including toxins. The trustees would like to
know how our supporters feel about the use of toxins, particularly 1080. We would be grateful if you could
share your opinion with us, either for or against, by sending us an email - info@puketi.org.nz; by dropping us a
line – PO Box 257, Kaeo, 0448; or by phoning one of the trustees.
There are people both for and against 1080. Dave Hansford's book, “Protecting Paradise” examines both sides
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of the argument and is worth reading. The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment investigated the
use of 1080 and reported on it in 2011 (updated 2013). You can read her reports here:
www.pce.parliament.nz/explore/predator-control/

VOLUNTEERS ROLL UP TO PUKETI
Puketi benefitted recently from a visit by two hard working volunteers. Chris and Tom Frentz are based in
Nelson but spend much of their time touring the country in a campervan and came north for the winter,
seeking new places to explore and worthwhile conservation projects to support. On this trip they have worked
for Project Island Song, Bream Head Conservation Trust and Puketi Forest Trust. They are both experienced
trampers and Chris was an active volunteer for 3 years for Ark in the Park, so they were ideally suited to tasks
in Puketi. The trustees are very grateful for their valuable help. Here is a note from Chris:
Thank you for the opportunity to volunteer for
the project recently. We're up here for the
winter and Puketi gave us the purpose and
physical exercise we were seeking.
The Trust was really well organised and able
to task and resource us at short notice. We
spent 11 nights in all; monitoring rats,
auditing the trap network and filling bait
stations on the plateau, based at the hut. We
were welcome to do as much as we chose. We
mostly worked together and mostly stayed out
of the rain. It's a physically challenging area
but we were well rewarded with kokako and
kiwi calls, a beautiful forest environment,
trapping success and the comfort of the hut.
We wish the project a fruitful breeding season and continued support and success.
Cheers, Chris and Tom

ADOPT A TRAP LINE
The Trust operates some 57 trap lines, totalling about 200 kilometres in length. These trap lines are serviced
regularly, six by a roster of volunteers and the remainder by four contractors. With trap lines up to 11 km long,
trappers have a full day's work checking and re-baiting traps and have little time for extra work. It is vital to
keep all traps in good working condition and trap lines clear, to catch as many pests as possible and so that the
trapper can move efficiently between traps.
Volunteers can get personally involved in the pest control by 'adopting' a trap line. This would ideally suit a
group of friends who like to go into the bush together, or a scout troop wanting a project, etc. No financial
contribution is required. Adoption will involve liaising with the regular trapper and trustees on maintenance
required and priorities, then walking the trap line once or twice a year to check the traps, repair or replace
broken or missing traps and markers, clear light vegetation regrowth with hand tools, and generally make sure
everything is working at its best. If a lot of work is required, the trustees will help organise a working bee, or a
contractor for chainsaw work. Trap lines vary from 1 km to 11 km, so we can match anyone up with a trap line
of suitable length.
If you are interested in this kind of assignment, please contact:
Ian Wilson (09 4019056) or John Dawn (09 4074790) or email info@puketi.org.nz.
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REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Due to work involved with major pest control operations in Russell, Cape Brett and Whangaroa there has been
limited biodiversity work in Puketi Omahuta in recent months.
Some work is underway to collect Metrosideros fulgens (orange rata vine) seeds as part of the Myrtle Rust
response. Staff have also been surveying sites identified by aerial survey as possible Kauri Dieback sites. To
date samples from 4 sites in the forest have been sent for analysis and 14 further sites will be sampled.
Significant operations are planned for spring, with riverside weed control in the Waipapa catchment and bat
survey work aimed at locating a short tailed bat roost in Omahuta, both due to start in November.
Kauri Dieback Recreation Project capital work is scheduled to begin in Puketi this month; this involves
improving track surfaces adjacent to Kauri trees to eliminate wet and muddy sections. Strict hygiene protocols
are in place for the contractors who will be carrying out these operations and all equipment and supplies will
be carried in by helicopter. The Pukatea Ridge and Lower Waipapa River tracks will be closed while this work
occurs and the Te Araroa trail will be diverted.

KAURI CHALLENGE 2019
The fifth Kauri Challenge is planned for Saturday 26th January, 2019. The route and format will be similar to
previous years, with options of 12 km or 21 km walks. The route follows the Pukatea Ridge and Lower Waipapa
River tracks, which shortly will be closed for upgrading. The work is expected to be completed before 26th
January, but we will discuss the detailed work schedule with the contractor once he is established and adjust
the route if necessary.
Details and entry forms will be posted on the website once the track work schedule has been confirmed.
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PUKETI FOREST TRUST
Sponsorship Form
There are several ways you can donate to support the restoration of Puketi Forest.
Please choose the method most convenient for you.
1. By Mail: Complete this form and send with a cheque or credit card details to
The Puketi Forest Trust, PO Box 257, Kaeo 0448, New Zealand.
2. By Direct Credit: Puketi Forest Trust, Account No 03-0351-0165464-000 (Westpac, Kerikeri)
Please advise payment details by posting this form to the address above or email to info@puketi.org.nz.
3. By credit card or PayPal account through the web site: www.puketi.org.nz/donate.html
(payments are processed through the secure PayPal system).

Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………...……….
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………….…….............
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….…....
Email: ……………………………………………………………………… Phone:……………..……..………
I would prefer to receive newsletters by email / post (select one).
I wish to:

Sponsor

_____ hectares for _____ years

@$50 each

Sponsor

_____ kilometres of track @ $1000 per km

$_______________

Donate

_____ rat traps @ $10 each

$_______________

Donate

_____ stoat traps @ $20 each

$_______________

Donate

_____ feral cat traps @ $25 each

$_______________

Contribute to the Endowment Fund (minimum of $1000)

$_______________

$_______________

Total Donation $_______________
Payment method: Cheque (payable to Puketi Forest Trust)

.

or: Credit Card. (Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover)
Credit card number: _________/_________/_________/_________ Expiry: ______/_____
Name on card: __________________________________________ Card verification No (CSC): _____________
or: Direct Credit payment date: __________ payer account name: ________________________
If this is a gift for a friend, please enter their details below. Your friend will receive a certificate and Puketi Forest
Trust newsletters. The receipt will be sent to you at the above address.
Name. ……………………………………………………….…………………..…….…………………….…….
Address. …………………………………………………………………………...………………………………
……………………………………………………………………..…………………………………….
Message to appear on their certificate: …………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………..
Puketi Forest Trust is a registered charity. Your donation will qualify for a tax credit.

Thank you for your support
10

