SEPTEMBER 2022 | VOLUME 50

PUKETI FOREST TRUST
Newsletter

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to the 50th newsletter of the Puketi Forest Trust and
apologies for the delay in getting it out - the Jobs for Nature
project has kept us all very busy for a while. Our regular
chairperson, Gary Bramley has a demanding day job as a
consulting ecologist and is taking some time out because of the
pressures of work. I am filling in while he is away. Gary is
expected to re-join us very soon.
Covid has been an unwelcome disruption for all of us, but at least
it has presented a wonderful opportunity to the Trust through
the Jobs for Nature programme. The Moemoea Puketi-Omahuta
project is ambitious and has been more difficult to get going than
expected, but it is now well set up and the trustees are pleased
with the potential of the team. It is a pleasure to visit the Trust
base and feel the positive atmosphere and the enthusiasm the
kaimahi have for protecting their ngahere. We are fortunate to
have Paul Varney and Hannah Hunter managing the Trust’s
complex activities. They are introduced later in this newsletter.
It was wonderful news to hear of Ian Wilson’s QSM award in this
year’s Queens Birthday honours. Ian has put an enormous
amount of voluntary effort into protecting and promoting Puketi
Forest and conservation more generally. He was one of the
primary driving forces behind the Trust from its founding in 2003
to his retirement last year. The award is well deserved.
With Paul and Hannah on board, the Trust now enters a new
phase of professional management in which the trustees can
concentrate on the bigger picture and long-term planning to
advance the restoration and protection of Puketi Forest for the
benefit of the whole community. There are vacancies on the
Board and nominations for people who would like to contribute
will be welcomed in the lead-up to the AGM on 26 November.

ACTING CHAIR JO BAGULEY
The Puketi Kauri Challenge, a day walk through
Puketi Forest, has always been popular but has
been on hold the last two years because of covid.
With restrictions lifted, Hannah is keen to
organise it again in 2023 and the trustees are
glad that members of the public will again have
an opportunity to enjoy this experience. Details
are later in this newsletter and application forms
will soon be on the Trust website.
Although the Jobs for Nature project has taken a
lot of attention lately, the existing pest control
work has continued to schedule. Many thanks to
contract trappers Kelly Coogan, Christina Holvast,
Rigel Cotman and Don da Via, and to our
volunteers who look after S10, P1, P2, T7, T8 and
the Puketi Scenic Reserve. It has not been easy in
the very wet weather we have had the last two
months.

JOBS FOR NATURE UPDATE

In 2021 Puketi Forest Trust was the proud recipient of a
Jobs for Nature grant from DOC. The programme has
two very clear aims, firstly to increase the pest control
work that we can carry out in the forest and secondly, to
provide jobs, training and experience for local people to
move into conservation work in the long term.
Jobs for Nature is a three-year project and we are now
just over a year in. The project has presented a much
greater challenge than the trustees initially appreciated;
starting up a complex stand-alone enterprise like this
from scratch takes a lot of work and requires special
skills in organisational development.
The Trust went through a steep learning curve, the result
of which has been a new organisation structure with two
managers reporting directly to the board. We have three
teams of four kaimahi and team leads working in the
forest who are going through a training programme that
not only gets them trained up for their time working for
us in the Jobs for Nature project, but also gets them
tooled up for a future as pest control contractors.

The Trust base near Rahiri is now set up for the
project complete with a workshop equipped for
building traps and the garage turned into a
comfortable office. About 800 rat and stoat trap boxes
have been made. Seven stoat and cat trap lines have
been completed in north Puketi and are being
serviced regularly. Rat and possum trap lines have
been installed across the head of the Pukatea
catchment and are advancing steadily to join up with
the existing core area. The kaimahi are pleased and
motivated by the large number of rats their new traps
are catching.
All the extra organisation and recruitment (not to
mention covid) has delayed the pest control
expansion somewhat, but with a larger team than
originally planned and by using contractors for some
parcels of work, we intend to make up the lost time
over the next year.

TEAM POWHIRI

The Jobs for Nature team at Puketi Forest Trust
were welcomed to the rohe of Nagi Toro in a
pōwhiri at Piki-te-Aroha marae on Friday 22
July.
Whilst working in the ngahere, the team has been all too aware of the importance of a pōwhiri in receiving
the blessing to work in a place of such spiritual and cultural significance. We gathered in the morning at
the Trust base and were brought to Piki-te-Aroha by Hapū Ngāti Toro, where we were greeted as family
and welcomed by the hapū. It was acknowledged that Puketi Forest Trust and the hapū share a vision of
restoring the forest ecosystem with an understanding of its significance in the spiritual, cultural and social
wellbeing of the community. We spoke of our connection as kaitiaki of the forest for future generations.
We shared a delicious kai (thank you to the marae committee!) and learned more about each other. After
kai we went to Tumutumu (Forest Pools) where we were welcomed into the forest, kaumātua Charlie
spoke, and our kaimahi were offered a cloak of aroha when working in the ngahere. To be given the
blessing to work in the forest with a kaitiaki kaupapa was a great honour. Many thanks to Piki-te-Aroha
marae and hapū, we hope we will be coming together more towards our shared vision for a healthy,
thriving forest for future generations.

FOUNDING TRUSTEE IAN WILSON RETIRES
Founding Trustee Ian Wilson retired from the Puketi
Forest Trust Board at our AGM in November 2021 after
more than eighteen years of sterling service.
Ian’s interest in the forest goes back much further than
the early days of the Trust. Ian and his wife June moved
to a dairy farm on Puketi Road in the early 1980s.
According to his brother Lindsay, Ian was very focused
on increasing production and saving money (not
necessarily in that order) and was somewhat bemused by
all the botanists and birders who kept coming to his farm
to ask for access to Puketi Forest. One day Ian went with
them to see what all the fuss was about and had his eyes
opened to the wonders of Puketi – particularly the variety
of native plants. At that time Puketi was a stronghold for
kōkako and much of the research was directed at why
and how the birds could be saved. One of the
researchers who Ian credits with sparking his interest was
a young and recently graduated Dr Peter Bellingham, who
now works for Manaaki Whenua and is undertaking
forest monitoring in Puketi again this year, some 40 years
later.
Once the spark was lit, Ian was hooked. He fenced off
forest on parts of his farm and covenanted them and
spent much of his spare time (and some which wasn’t
spare) exploring the forest and making new finds. When
the founding trustees were being nominated, Ian was an
obvious choice. Gary Bramley says, “As an ecologist I
have always been impressed by Ian’s knowledge of the
local flora and fauna – far better than mine!”
Gary continues, “In 2002 Ian and I were both members of
the Far North Branch of Forest and Bird and we were
concerned about the state of Puketi Forest – birds such as
kōkako and kākāriki had disappeared within our memory,
kiwi were declining and attempts to release pāteke
(brown teal) and female kōkako to supplement the
population had failed.
“Initially we directed our concern at the local
(Pēwhairangi) Department of Conservation office, but it
soon became clear that they were never going to secure
the funds needed to restore Puketi the way we wanted it
done. Ian and I, with encouragement from Rod Brown
and the rest of the Forest and Bird committee, held a
series of public meetings to talk to tangata whenua and
landowners about Puketi and see what support was
available locally.

This culminated in us establishing a trust charter and
launching the Trust at Ian’s farm in October 2003. At
one of our meetings a local farmer asked how much
money we needed to kick it off and run it for six
months. I named a figure. He wrote the cheque out
then and there and Ian’s only comment to me was ‘you
should have doubled it’.

“Throughout his time on the Trust, Ian’s focus has been
very much operational. He has managed the
contractors and volunteers and put in enormous hours
auditing trappers, doing five-minute bird counts and
checking rat monitoring lines. I would guess that the
highlight for him was in 2009-2010 when we travelled
to Rangitoto Station (near Otorohanga) with other Trust
members (including Jock and Tricia Hodgson, whose
fantastic catering for the group made the trip a
success) and brought home 60 toutouwai (North Island
robin) for release at Puketi. The descendants of those
birds are now spread throughout the forest and
regularly seen and heard.
“When we did our first expansion in 2006 we were
assisted by the New Zealand Airforce who undertook
helicopter drops in the forest as a training exercise free
of charge. Organising this was an enormous amount of
work for Ian, and to his credit, it all ran like clockwork –
apart from one instance where an airforce officer told
us both to, ‘Don’t just stand there looking, come here
and help lift this NOW!’ The local territorials helped
transport trap boxes from the drop points to where
they were needed in the forest. When they came out
after a day under Ian’s instruction I commented to one
of them, ‘You look absolutely had it.’ and he replied,
‘No, no, I could easily go another two or three
minutes’.” Cont. over...

Ian Wilson retires cont... Ian and June’s son David was recruited as a Trust trapper for several years before he became
too busy with farm work and family life, and Ian has made sure his grandson Craig has accompanied him into the bush
and learned how to trap stoats and monitor birds – succession planning at its best. Ian would not have been able to
devote so much time to the Trust without the support of his wife June, who ran the farm (and worked the computer)
when Ian was “in the bush” again. June also did significant work for the Trust behind the scenes, keeping records,
organising newsletters and handling phone calls. This dual commitment was recognised when Ian and June were given
life membership of the Trust in 2019.
The Trust farewelled Ian and June at the 2021 AGM with a small
kauri clock as a token of our appreciation for all the hard work they
have put in and we wish them both a very happy and well deserved
retirement. Ian was awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for
services to conservation in the 2022 Queen’s Birthday honours list.
Congratulations to Ian for a most deserving award.

INTRODUCING PAUL VARNEY
Paul joined us in May this year as the Service Delivery
Manager for the Jobs for Nature team. Paul is
managing our team of nine kaimahi and one team lead
and can often be found up to his neck in maps of the
forest. Paul and his team are responsible for delivering
on the milestones as set out in the Jobs for Nature
funding agreement to substantially expand pest
control across the forest.
Paul said;
“I am driven by a combination of a love for the
outdoors and wanting to help people to learn and
train to achieve good in their lives whilst caring for the
beautiful environment that we live in.”
Paul is an active member of the Kerikeri Mountain Bike
Club and was the driving force behind the
development of a mountain bike park in the Summit
Pine Forest at Whitehills.

INTRODUCING
HANNAH HUNTER
Hannah has joined us as Systems and Support
Manager, helping with the organisational development
needed for growing our voluntary organisation to have
the systems needed for where we are now - an
employer of 13. Hannah will be looking at how we can
sustain the work to meet our long-term goals for the
forest. Hannah comes with over 20 years experience
of working with non-profit organisations. Hannah said,
“I specialised for many years in Fundraising and
Communications but I frequently saw that many
organisations had gaps in their skill base around
organisational development. I went to Massey
University and studied appropriate papers through the
Business School and came away with more tools to
help organisations do what they do best. I am
passionate about working with charities and voluntary
organisations, I sometimes wonder where the world
would be without all the incredible volunteers in our
communities giving time and energy to helping to
make difference. I live on Waiare Road and the forest
is our backyard, as a family we hold the forest and
kaitiaki high in our values, I am so delighted to have
the opportunity to offer my skills to the trust and work
together in protecting the incredible ecosystems it
houses."

KIWI MONITORING UPDATE

Ian Wilson is supposed to have retired, but he
kindly agreed to organise kiwi listening again this
year. During May and June, twelve Trust volunteers
and Dan O’Halloran from DOC monitored ten sites
by listening, and another two sites were monitored
by audio recorders. A summary of results for eight
sites that have been monitored by people
(recorders pick up calls but not their directions, so
can’t tell us how many kiwi are calling) since the
Trust began in 2003 is shown in the graph to the
right. Last year the number of kiwi heard was the
highest ever and call rates were the second
highest. This year the number of kiwi heard was
slightly lower at an average of nine kiwi per site and
call rates were slightly higher at an average of 6.7
calls per hour. These results indicate that the kiwi
population is maintaining at a healthy level, though
less than some high-density Northland sites. It will
be a few years before the effects of the pest control
expansion begin to show in the call counts. Many
thanks to the volunteers who sat out in the cold to
record this valuable data.

DANIELLE RAE,
TE ARAROA FUNDRAISER

Last summer, Wellington Zoo keeper, Danni Rae took
leave from her job to walk the Te Araroa Trail and
along the way raised sponsorship for four
conservation groups, of which Puketi Forest Trust was
one. Te Araroa is an internationally popular great walk
that traverses the length of New Zealand, 3,000 km
from Cape Reinga to Bluff. Thousands of people walk
sections of the trail each year, and hundreds walk the
whole length. The trail passes through Omahuta –
Puketi from Blackbridge Road, down the
Mangapukahukahu Stream, up the Waipapa River, the
Pukatea Ridge Track and then Pirau Road to the
Waiare Road campground. Walkers pass through
magnificent kauri groves within the Trusts
management zone and many comment that this is a
highlight of the whole trail.
Danni had to reorganise some sections of her walk to
avoid covid lockdowns, but covered the whole length,
and arrived at the Puketi campground in late March
looking very fit. She set out at first light for the long
walk to the Omahuta campsite and on the way
happened to meet Trust kaimahi Kaio and Quintin and
joined them for their start of work karakia in the
forest.
Huge thanks to Danni and all those who supported her
fundraising efforts.

COULD YOU BE A TRUSTEE?

There are a few vacancies on the Board of Trustees and
nominations will be welcomed. The job is not onerous,
particularly now that Hannah and Paul are here to
manage day to day running of the Trust. At a seminar on
fundraising and charity governance a while ago, we were
given a rule of thumb that trustees should expect to
contribute up to two days per month. Nor is it a job for
life. Regular rotation of trustees is important to bring in
new ideas and approaches and keep the team of board
members fresh. The Trust benefits from a wide range of
skills and experience among the trustees. Suitable
trustees will have an enthusiasm for protecting our
natural heritage and one or more of: good community
connections, experience in governance or business

management, fundraising experience, experience in
conservation pest control, or a professional
background of any kind. The rules of the Trust require
that nomination for a position on the Board shall be in
writing, signed in consent by the nominee and given to
the secretary (Tricia Hodgson,
triciathetraveller@gmail.com) not less than 24 hours
before the AGM. Trustees are then elected by Trust
members at the AGM. If there are insufficient
nominations to fill vacant positions, oral nominations
may be received at the AGM, provided than no one
shall be elected who has not consented. The Board
may also co-opt further trustees to fill casual
vacancies until the next AGM.

UPCOMING EVENTS...
Northland Kiwi Hui - 2nd October 2022
Organisaed by Kiwi Coast and Save the Kiwi Trust, Barge Park Whangarei 10am - 3pm free lunch provided. Meet
other Northlanders working to protect kiwi and their habitats, get up to date with the latest news, insights and
research. Register to sercure your place at the Kiwi Coast www.kiwicoast.org.nz/events
Volunteer Working Bee – 22nd October 2022
Join us for a working bee in the forest and enjoy time in the forest, good company a good physical workout. We
will spend our time clearing tracks and save plenty of time for morning tea, chats and a shared picnic lunch.
Please do get in touch if you are keen to join us.
Waimate North Show – 12th November 2022
New Zealand’s oldest A & P show was cancelled in 2020 and 2021 because of covid, but will be held again this
year, on Saturday 12 November. The Trust will have a stand to raise public awareness, promote the Trust’s goals
and talk to supporters, volunteers and anyone who’s interested.We look forward to seeing you there.
Annual General Meeting – 26th November 2022, 10 am
The 2022 AGM of the Puketi Forest Trust will be held on Saturday 26 November from 10 am, at the Trust base,
2367 State Highway 1, Rahiri. The formal business will be brief, following which we will have an update on the
Jobs for Nature project and you can meet our new managers Paul and Hannah and look round the Trust
workshop and facilities. We will finish with a shared lunch. Bring some food to share. Tea, coffee, etc. will be
provided. The Trust base is 12 km north of Okaihau on SH1, on the left 50 metres before Rahiri Road.
2023 Puketi Kauri Challenge – 28th January 2023
We are delighted to announce the return of the Kauri Challenge Walk. Participants can chose between a 21km
tramp or 12km. Our intrepid participants will walk from the campground to forest pools and be treated to
refreshments and return transport to their car. Anyone overheating can enjoy cooling off by taking some of the
route in the river. The walk will be held on Saturday 28 January 2023 (Northland Anniversary weekend). Full
details and entry forms will be posted on the Trust website soon.

PUKETI FOREST TRUST THANKS...
SPECIAL THANKS to the following organisations who have made significant
donations or contributions in kind since the last newsletter:

Department of Conservation:
DOC Community Fund
Jobs for Nature
Foundation North
Bay of Islands Office
Save the Kiwi (The Kiwi Trust)
Northland Regional Council
Kerikeri Shade House Volunteers
GO PAPERLESS

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED
We are always on the lookout for more
volunteers to help us in our work protecting
the forests eco-systems. Our amazing
volunteers help with all sorts of tasks in the
forest...
Checking traps
Kiwi Call Monitoring
Monitoring Tracking Tunnels
Trap line Clearing
Bird Counts
Helping at events

As one of our volunteers put it so eloquently
it's walking with purpose! If you think you
could volunteer some time please get in touch
with Hannah.

GET IN TOUCH
If you would like to get in touch about any of
the articles in our newsletter, would like to
volunteer, go paperless, introduce yourself to
Paul or Hannah or chat to the team - please get
in touch with Hannah and she will point you in
the right direction.
hannah.h@puketi.org.nz
0211749760
09 9466488

You can also keep up to date through our
website which includes a new blog section
for all our latest news...

www.puketi.org.nz
Facebook: Puketi Forest Trust

PUKETI FOREST TRUST

Make a donation to support the restoration of the forest.

Alongside the Jobs for Nature project the work of the trust is still very active and our volunteers and
contractors are still carrying out an incredible amount of work to support the restoration of the Puketi
Forest. Your donation is vital to the success of the Trust, it helps us to buy bait, traps and pay for
contractors to work in the forest. There are several ways you can donate to support the restoration of
Puketi Forest. Please choose the method most convenient for you.

1. Online:
You can make a donation through our sercure online donation form by credit card or PayPal
account through the web site: puketi.org.nz/donate (payments are processed through the secure
PayPal system, you do not need a Paypal account).

2. By Direct Credit:
You can pay by direct credit either through your online banking or by going to a Westpac branch
and requesting a donation to:
Puketi Forest Trust, Account No 03-0351-0165464-000 (Westpac, Kerikeri)
If you donate by direct credit please complete the form below.

Please advise the Trust if you make a donation by direct credit by completing this form and email
or post it to the address or email below.
Name
Address
Email
Phone
Donation amount: $
Yes please I would like to receive a newsletter by post
Yes please, I would like to receive a newsletter by email

Return this form to:
info@puketi.org.nz
The Puketi Forest Trust, PO Box 257, Kaeo 0448, New Zealand.
We collect personal information from you, including information about your: name, contact information, billing or purchase
information. We collect your personal information in order to administer gifts, communicate news, events and information. You
have the right to ask for a copy of any personal information we hold about you, and to ask for it to be corrected if you think it is
wrong. If you’d like to ask for a copy of your information, or to have it corrected, please contact us at info@puketi.org.nz, or 09
466488, or PO Box 257, Kaeo 0448.

